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Fighting the Fﬁg_ R T A ‘-t:j‘“(ﬁ_‘;g & E

1. Paramount to all of ‘ tiofis is the fact the ‘man you are ~
fighting is an EXPERT pilot. D& not expect or anticipate him to make

mistakes. Given the opportunity, he manages his energy well and

frequently lead tuzns. '

2, The large, extewaedg , hinders his forward v131b111ty and the dorsal
bulkhead restricts his _si o'clock coverage. Lag manuevers to his low .
six o'clock blindcone causés him to lose tally or will eff’ tively bleed "
his energy by forc1ng h1m to turn hard to keep alght.

3, AntICIpate and understand his Soviet fbrmatlone -gnd cs employment

by studyxng the 3-1. How will this alter “our normal P4 v F4 mission tactics?
Also, the 2 v 2 missions will require extensive prep: &“n\because we rarely
fly this proflle and the tactics differ “‘from a 2 v lxght.\lm\

4. The F5 is a tlay a1rp1ane compared to what our eyes are accustamed to

' seeing. The AIM ingtip missile rails aid visual acqu131t10n, however,
manuevering with' - {almost without except1on) should be to keep.

sight. Reacqu1sxt10n dfter losing sight is extremely dlffxcult and when ‘ ,
re~entering a fight- expect to acquire a tally referenced from your: wxngman."‘
Knowing your advetsary s aircraft camouflague scheme w111 axd acquxsztlon

and help to antxcxpate his attack direction. : ;

ld not accept the F5 pilot getting the fxrst tally because the  _
" and smokes. The F4 can be effectively hidden using the sun, ;
rain ‘masking, afterburner, altitude splits, .and ‘nose on N
xntercepts.,.u : RTINS '

6. Do not expect to separate simply because you are goxng FAST the F5's v
Vmax is comparative to ours, At higher airspeeds we have some acceleration .
advantage but at lower speeds the F3's acceleration is equdl or slzghtly
superior (woe is he who slows down and doesn't kxll the bnndlt).

7. Lounteroffens1ve1y, he'll" turn hard xnto yon trying to generate an
overshoot. However, these high € “bat turns" extract a great axrspeed

cost and somewhat Ixmlt his follow-on ‘manuevers. The F5's delta wings

and planform make you think the angles are greater than they actually are,
therefore, what may appear to be unmanageabte angles, might be manageable
(but I do’ recommend ‘extra prudence when ops. teatxng‘thxs observatlan)

If the engagement turns very long expeet the F5 to'take the fight vert1ca11y,
either very low, where he is awa1t1ng you to bury the F4's heavy npse, or
very high, where his manueverlng fl'ps and super;or low speed performance
and nose: pasxt10n1ng nges h1m an' 1

4. Radar’ contacts will be at shorter ranges ‘than normal 8o adlust and
prepare your tactics for shert range contacts and committals. A lomger

range comtact acquired while the F5 is in a-planform turn may: ‘disappear
when he po1nts at you
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9, Althnugh he has no RWR be aggressor GCE controllers are an adequete,
1 tute. His superlatlve GCI IS an extra set .of eyeballs™

:provxklng nee&ed in brmatlon"thh a se&saned f1ghtet pilot's sxtuat1ona1
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